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claims “this is the real thing. 
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PRODUCTI 


WILLIAM DAVIDSON 


With four young thespian daughters of his own, it’s no won- 


der that Bill Davidson’s plays have the genuine sparkle that pro- 


b] 


* One reason for the national popu- 


larity of these joyous comedies is the zestful freshness he brings 
to each play—another reason is that playwright Davidson never 
permits publication until he has personally supervised a thorough 
try-out production. And with four daughters, be assured, there 


are never less than four “star” parts for the girls in your cast. 





STRICTLY FORMAL 


With the senior dance only eleven days away, Jane and 
Sally have no dates—George and Jim haven’t said a word. 
But their worries are only beginning, for Sally’s house 
guest, Marcia, snares one man right after the other. That 
is, everyone except Elroy, who is constantly practicing the 
shot-put. Then Cindy arrives—horn, bow, bag, and self. 
Cindy is a movie fan, and eager to solve the girls’ problem. 
By the time George and Marcia get back from the show, 
Cindy has Jane stretched out artistically on the sofa, rigged 


“ 


out in her mother’s loveliest negligee, powdered dead white. 
and apparently close to death! George is scared—until 
Marcia suggests that Jane has mumps, and George beats it. 
Then Elroy puts the shot into the prize peony bed, and 
what started as a mild worry about who dates whom to the 
Senior Dance becomes a war of Dads and Peonies, Shot- 
2 1 

J-Act 


COpy. 


Puts, Mumps, Movies, and uproarious laughter. 
Comedy; 6m, 10 w, lint. Royalty, $25.00. 75¢ a 


A LITTLE HONEY 


Mrs. Minton was one of those bossy souls who insisted 
on living everyone else’s life for them. She had taught 
Diana that the way to interest a man was to be able to talk 
fluently on subjects dear to a man’s heart—baseball, car- 
buretors, the stock market. Diana had tried it—with dicsas- 
trous results. While she talked—the other girls grabbed off 
the men, and even Tom went off without a word about an 
engagement. Diana was a very unhappy girl. Now Tom is 


back and coming for his first date. Mother coaches Diana. 
as usual—until she sounds like a bureau of statistics, and 
Tom suddenly develops a previous engagement. Diana 
could curl up and die, and the whole household is in an 
uproar. Diana feels it’s now or never. Nobody else’s advice 
has worked. She tries her own ideas—and they work! 
j-Act Comedy ; 4m, 8 w, | int. Royalty, $25.00. 75c a copy. 


BROTHER GOOSE 


Jeff Adams is an architect by day and general cleaner- 
upper for his orphaned brother and sisters in the evening. 
Into their hectic midst comes Peggy Winkel, a delightfully 
vague girl, who is supposed to sell hosiery, but really brings 
order, comedy, romance! Sparkling lines, a grand array of 
parts custom-built for these times, and amusing situations 


that’s “Brother Goose.” 
only three- 


There are few men in this cast 

but plenty of gorgeous Davidson fun and 
amusing action that mount to hilarious climaxes and a 
memorable evening. One of the most popular plays in 
America today. 3-Act Comedy; 3m, 8 w, | int. Royalty, 


$25.00. 75¢ a copy. 
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MAGAZINE 


(DRAMATICS MAGAZINE is published by The National Thespian Society, an organization 
of teachers and students devoted to the advancement of dramatic arts in the secondary schools.) 











BALCONY SCENE, by Donald Elser. A Drama 
in One Act. 4m, 4w. Books, 50c. Royalty, $5. 
Formerly published in Dramatics Magazine. 
Since Row, Peterson and Company has ac- 
quired the rights to the play, all those desir- 
ing to produce Balcony Scene should get 
written permission from the publishers, at 
1911 Ridge Avenue, Evanston, Illinois, or at 
13! E. 23rd Street, New York 10. 


Highest Rating in Idaho 


In a letter to the author, Mrs. Roberta 
Cheney, Director of Dramatics at the Buhl 
(Idaho) High School, writes: "Il thought you 
would be interested to know that my group, 
who used your Balcony Scene, won the District 
Dramatic Contest, and received a ‘Superior’ 
(highest) rating in the state contest. One 
other school, Boise, also received a "Superior" 
rating, so we tied for first place in the state 


of Idaho. 


MEMBER OF THE EDUCATIONAL PRESS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
Address: Dramatics Magazine, College Hill Station, Cincinnati 24, Ohio 





$2.50 Per Year Volume XVIII, No. 4 35c Per Copy 











PICTORIAL ISSUE 


E DEDICATE this issue of Dramatics to the play 
publishers: 





SAMUEL FRENCH 

DRAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE 
WALTER H. BAKER CO. 
LONGMANS, GREEN & CO. 
WETMORE DECLAMATION BUREAU 
THE CHILDREN’S THEATRE PRESS 


THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING CO. | “| want to express my appreciation to you 
ROW. PETERSON & CO. | for your fine play. The comments on judging 
ELDRIDGE ENTERTAINMENT HOUSE | sheets ran like this; 'At last a fantasy one can 
THE NORTHWESTERN PRESS enjoy. ‘Something new and original.’ ‘Such a 
IVAN BLOOM HARDIN CO. clever and amusing treatment of the subject.’ " 
BANNER PLAY BUREAU, INC. 


—for their loyalty and patronage as advertisers in | First Place in Massachusetts 


this magazine. 


ation. 


can theatre. 

















—for their many contributions to the advance- 
ment of dramatic arts in education and recre- 


— for their confidence in the future of the Amert- 
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Ernest Bavely..........eeee-. College Hill Station 
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Iowa City, lowa 
Department Editors: 


ate TE, Miata cc ccccscecctsscvecs Berea College 
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Harold Turney..........-. Los Angeles City College 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
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DRAMATICS MAGAZINE is the national publication for 
the advancement of dramatic arts in education and 
recreation. Critical or editorial opinions expressed in 
these pages are those of the authors and DraAMartTIcs 
MAGAZINE assumes no responsibility. Manuscripts and 
photographs submitted to DRAMATICS MAGAZINE should 
be accompanied by self-addressed envelope and sufficient 
postage for their return. While all due care is taken of 
them, the publishers cannot be responsible for the return 
of unsolicited manuscripts or photographs. 





SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


One year subscription—U. S. A...............6.. $2.50 
“ = aa ind ie iihidie alana seas 3.00 
Canada and Newfoundland. .............ccceeeee: 2.75 
CE EI OPO TE TT ee 35 
a, OO nc ceadetSusseendeseeds .50 


RATES TO MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL 
THESPIAN SOCIETY 
ee EE inc ocanhde beee“s esd 464066 460% Gratis 
Thespian Student Subscription: (One year subscription 
included in life membership fee of $1.50.) 
Thespian Student Renewal Subscription: $1.25 per year 
as long as student remains in high school. 





DRAMATICS [-JAGAZINBE is published monthly (eight times) 
during the school year at College Hill Station, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, by The National Thespian Society, College 
Hill Station, Cincinnati, Ohio. Date of publication: Oct. 
1, Nov. 1, Dec. 1, Jan. Feb. 1, Mar. 1, April 1 and 
May 1. Barbara Wellington, National Director; Bland- 
ford Jennings, Assistant National Director; Ernest Bavely, 
Secretary and Treasurer; Jean E. Donahey, Senior Coun- 
cilor; Marion Stuart, Senior Councilor. 

Entire contents copyright, 1947, by The National 
Thespian Society, College Hill Station, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Entered as second class matter September 15, 1935, at 
the post office at Cincinnati, Ohio, under the Act of 
March 3, 1879. Printed in U.S.A. Title registered 
United States Patent Office. 





“Superior” in New England Drama 
Festival 


S. V. Doane, Director of Dramatics at Tech- 
nical High School, Springfield, Mass., in a letter 
to Mr. Elser, states: ‘Our first step in selecting 
a Festival play for next spring is to find out if 
you have written other one-act plays that we 
could use. We had such a worthwhile experi- 
ence with Balcony Scene, that we want more." 
Mr. Elser informs us that Technical High School 
won First Place in the Massachusetts state 
festival, and a ‘Superior rating in the New 
England Drama Festival. 


“Superior” in Ohio 


Balcony Scene, used by Thespian Troupe 399, 
Mineral Ridge, Ohio, won the county contest, 
placed "Superior" in the regional contest, and 
Superior’ in the state contest. 


Two Other Strong Contest Plays 


MIND-SET, by Merle Bouton Young. A Fantasy 
in One Act. 2m, 2w. Books, 50c. Royalty, $5. 
Frank, controversial, exciting, and clever. 
Consult the Row-Peterson catalog for plot 
details. 

HIGH WINDOW, by Verne Powers. A Melo- 
drama in One Act. 2m, 3w. Books, 50c. 
Royalty, $5. Perfect for contest purposes. 
Consult catalog for plot. 


ROW, PETERSON AND COMPANY 


1911 Ridge Avenue, Evanston, Illinois 
131 E. 23rd Street 1233 S. Hope Street 
New York 10 Los Angeles 15 
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1. CENE from the children’s play, Hans Brinker, sponsored by 


members of Thespian Troupe 484 of the Biglerville, Pa., 
High School. Directed by Louise Hemphill and Mary E. Basehoar. 


Bvt J we H 


2. HE RING OF GENERAL MACIAS, a one-act play pre- 


sented by Thespian Troupe 74 of the Middletown, N. Y., 
High School under the direction of Manuel Rosenblum. 


3. CENE from Little Women, as given at the Academy of the 


Holy Angels (Thespian Troupe 568), Minneapolis, Minn. 
Directed by Sister M. Charitas, C. S. J. 



























4. EORGE WASHINGTON SLEPT HERE. This production 


was given by Thespian Troupe 258 of the Ensley High 
School, Birmingham, Alabama, with Florence Pass as director. 


Oo. HE DEVIL AND DANIEL WEBSTER, a one-act play with 


Doris E. White as director. Given at the York Community 
High School (Thespian Troupe 94), Elmhurst, Ill. 


6. HIS scene occurred in the production of Double Exposure, 
senior class play given at the Jamestown, N. Y., High School 
(Thespian Troupe 364). Directed bp Myrtle L. Paetznick. 
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1. AST for the production of the comedy, Seven Sisters, given 


at the Boonville, Ind., High School (Thespian Troupe 269). 
Directed by Ravia Garrison. 


2. HARACTERS in the production of Jessica’s Journey at the 


Felician Academy (Thespian Troupe 457), Detroit, Mich. 
Sister Mary Claver, O. S. F., directed. 


3. CENE from the play, Houwseparty, staged at the Boulder, 


Colo., High School (Thespian Troupe 60), with Ada Burton 
as director. 


January, 1947 
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4. HIS scene of the contented male surrounded by admiring 


females is taken from a rehearsal of the comedy, Snafu, at 
the Upper Arlington High School (Thespian Troupe 332), Columbus, 
Ohio. Directed by Frank Jakes Jr. 


5. HE situation becomes tense in this scene from I/t’s All in 


Your Head, given at the Miami, Fla., High School (Thespian 
Troupe 327), with Rochelle J. Williams as director. 


6. REAKFAST scene from George and Margaret at the North 


Central High School (Thespian Troupe 628), Spokane, Wash. 
Miss Grace Gorton directed. ¢ 
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1. HE culprit is on hand in this scene from Nine Girls as given 
at the Idaho Falls, Idaho, High School (Thespian Troupe 
480), with J. H. Plummer as director. 


2. C'CENE from George Hodson’s production of Fly Away Home 


at the Union High School (Thespian Troupe 207), Mount 
Vernon, Wash. 


3. HIS performance occurred in Snafu as given at the Reitz 
High School (Thespian Troupe 474), Evansville, Ind: The 
play was directed by Mary Louise Williams. 


4. ADY OF THE CROSSROADS, Christmas play given by 
members of Troupe 580 of the Mount Marie Academy, Can- 
ton, Ohio. Directed by Sister Mary of Lourdes. 


&. RS. RUTH B. PORTTEUS, founder and sponsoy for 


Thespian Troupe 622 at the Moores Hill, Indiana, High 
School. 


6. NOTHER scene from Nine Girls. This production was given 

at the George Washington High School (Thespian Troupe 
605), Danville, Va., under the able direction of Miss Dorothy 
Fitzgerald. 
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Plays for Spring Production 





ANGEL STREET 
By Patrick Hamilton 


After three solid years on Broadway this 
Victorian thriller is now available in 
certain territories. 2 m., 3 f. (2 police- 
men). 75c. Restricted in a very few 
places, (Royalty, where available, quoted 
on application. ) 


BLITHE SPIRIT 
By Noel Coward 


From a very novel situation Noel Coward 
has fashioned a play which is hilarious 
as only a Coward farce can be. The 
New York Sun stated: ‘““Mr. Coward has 
never, I think, been happier in his inven- 
tions or more adept.” 2 m., 5 f. 75c. 
(Royalty, $50.00.) 


UNCERTAIN WINGS 
By Robert Hill and Floyd Crutchfield 


An adventure of youth moving with zest 
and humor against a background of High 
School sports and dramatics. 4 m., 5 f. 


75c. (Royalty, $25.00.) 


CLAUDIA 
By Rose Franken 
Child-wife 


Claudia meets three crises which lead 
her into womanhood. Tenderly, humor- 
ously told, the story has universal appeal 
—a big hit! 3 m., 5 f. 75c. (Royalty, 
$50.00. ) 


Popular comedy success. 


THE FIGHTING LITTLES 
By Caroline Francke 


Booth Tarkington’s recent novel makes 
an amiable and delightful family comedy. 
Through three acts the quick-tempered 
Littles squabble their way through differ- 
ences in viewpoint and ridiculous situ- 
ations without even knowing how funny 
they are. 5 m., 10 f. 75c. (Royalty, 
$25.00.) 


SPRING GREEN 
By Florence Ryerson and Colin Clements 


Most often produced by Thespian-A ffili- 
ated Schools during the 1944-45 season. 
Another funny play by the authors of the 
outstanding Ever Since Eve and Fune 
Mad ; about a boy whose father doesn’t 
understand him and a girl whose mother 
understands her only too well. 8 m., 7 
f. 75c. (Royalty, $25.00.) 


January, 1947 


25 West 45th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 


SLICE IT THIN 
By Al Moritz and Ed. Heghinian 


This Blackfriars Guild success in New 
York is concerned with the Coleman 
family and its uproarious entanglement 
with Hollywood. 5 m., 5 f. 75c. (Royalty, 
$25.00. ) 


YOU TOUCHED ME 


By Tennessee Williams and Donald 
Windham , 


Tennessee Williams, author of the Broad- 
way smash hit, “The Glass Managerie,” 
co-authors here a vigorous adult comedy. 


4 m., 3 f. 75c. (Royalty, $50.00.) 


LITTLE BROWN JUG 
By Marie Baumer 


Here is a soundly conceived psychological 
thriller with neat touches of macabre 
humor. It’s creepy, pulse-quickening and 
frightening. 4 m., 3 f. 75c. (Royalty 
$25.00. ) 


THERESE 

By Thomas Fob 

This dramatization of the Emile Zola 
novel is a really first-class murder story. 
“It becomes an unforgettable experience 
in play-going.” New York World-Tele- 
gram. 4 m., 4 f. 75c (Royalty $50.00. ) 


STAR-LIGHT, STAR-BRIGHT 
By Nancy Moore 


Here are the problems of youth, alter- 
nately poignant and hilarious, presented 
with humor and sympathy in this comedy 
of family life. 6 m., 6 f. (extras if de- 
sired). 75c. (Royalty, $25.00.) 


TEN LITTLE INDIANS 

By Agatha Christie 

It’s a fine specimen of the art of writing 
really good mystery plays. The excitement 
and carnage never let up until the final 


curtain. 9m., 3f. 75c. (Royalty, $50.00. ) 


THE GIRL WHO LOOKS LIKE ME 
By Virginia Mitchell 
A brand-new, fast moving, exceedingly 


funny play that is easy to cast and pro- 
duce. 3 m., 7 f. 60c. (Budget Play.) 


COME OVER TO OUR HOUSE 
By Marrijane and Foseph Hayes 


A new play by the authors of “Life of 
the Party,’ “Come Rain or Shine,’ and 
“And Came The Spring.” 8 m., 10 f. 
75c. (Royalty, $25.00.) 


THE HOUSE OF PLAYS 





[Founded 1830] 


Say you saw it in Dramatics Magazine. 
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A FATE WORSE THAN DEATH, OR 
ADRIFT ON LIFE’S SEA 


By Dunston Weed 


This wildly funny ‘‘meller drayma”’ gives 
the audience another chance to hiss the 
villain and applaud the hero and heroine. 
It’s a take-off on all the old-time melo- 


dramas. 5m., 7f. 75c. (Royalty, $25.00.) 


SEVEN KEYS TO BALDPATE 
By George M. Cohan 


A medley of mystery, farce, and intrigue 
by the ingenious and resourceful George 
M. Cohan. A writer goes to a mountain 
inn for a plot, and gets more than he 
bargained for. 7 m., 6 f. 75c. (Royalty, 
$25.00.) 


GUEST IN THE HOUSE 
By Hagar Wilde and Dale Eunson 


Into a happy home comes a sweet-faced 
girl, who is at heart selfish, conniving, 
and. generally cruel. How she almost 
ruins her kindly hosts makes this a sharply 
effective play. 6 m., 8 f. 75c. (Royalty, 
$35.00. ) 


BY ANY OTHER NAME 

By George S. Elias and jay F. Looney 
The plot revolves around a high school 
‘‘bobby-soxer,” who is seriously stage- 
struck. Her ambitions keep her family 
and her boy friend in a constant state 


of confusion. 3 m., 5 f. 60c (Royalty, 
$10.00. ) 


STORM OVER HOLLYWOOD 
By James Reach 


A new play of action and thrills with an 
intriguing and really mystifying plot and 
many good comedy scenes. 4 m., 7 f. 60c. 


(Royalty, $10.00.) 


BUT FAIR TOMORROW 
By Douglas Parkhirst 


A comedy of great charm with well de- 
veloped suspense and a variety of excel- 
lent and lovable characters. 5 m., 9 f. 


75c. (Royalty, $25.00.) 


EVERY FAMILY HAS ONE 
By George Batson 


The eccentric Reardons, overimpressed 
with their ancestry, are brought sharply 
to their senses when cantankerous Grand- 
ma and a pretty visiting cousin drag 
skeletons from the closets, causing comic 
havoc. 5m., 7 f. 75c. (Royalty, $25.00.) 


Send for our 1947 Complete Catalogue of Plays 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


811 West 7th Street, Los Angeles 14, Calif. 
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Be —— from the comedy, The Fighting Littles, staged by the 
Players of the Fort Hill High School (Thespian Troupe 
230), Cumberland, Md. Directed by Gerardine Pritchard. 


2. Somme scene from The Fighting Littles. This perform- 
ance was directed by Miss Letha A. Rice at the Wayne, 
Mich., High School (Thespian Troupe 670). 


3. fe, Guneee is about to occur in this scene from Ramshackle 
Inn, a production of Thespian Troupe 434 at the Chowchilla, 
Calif., High School. Directed by Frank Delamarter. 











4. WO of the characters who appeared in the performance of 
Come Rain or Shine at the Springville, Utah, High School 
(Thespian Troupe 92). Miss Beth Evans directed. 


>. “Z©YRAZY WEDDING” from the Gay Nineties Revue presented 


at the Brownsville, Pa., High School (Thespian Tfoupe 
187), with Jean E. Donahey directing. 


6. HE attorneys seem to be serious in this court scene from 

The Night of January 16 at the Upper Arlington High 
School (Thespian Troupe 332), Columbus, Ohio. Frank H. Jakes 
Jr. directed. 
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“Three-act comedy: 7m. 6w; one set; by William Roos, based on 
| the famous novel by Bellamy Partridge. 





NEW YORK SUN. 





“Genuinely hilarious’ ____ 


“The lines crackle across the footlights, setting off a panic of 
sd NEW YORK POST. 


laughs in the audience” 


This new Broadway hit was produced last season at 
the Golden Theatre in New York, by Michael Todd. 
It's all about a city family that moves to a Connecti- 
cut farmhouse to ‘get away from it all.’ Then, to 
their horror, a shrewd Yankee farmer and his wife 
appear with a perfect legal right to live in that same 
house with them, and determined to exercise it. The 
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result is a fast-paced comedy with an original situa- 
tion that will delight your audience. The parts are 
sharply contrasting and offer excellent opportunities 
to your cast. We enthusiastically recommend this 
play. You will find it a rewarding production. Re- 
leased everywhere now for immediate production. 
Price—75c per copy Royalty on Application 


Send for FREE basic 


The 
= DRAMATIC 
= PUBLISHING 
COMPANY 








New Address 
1706 South Prairie Ave. 
Chicago 16, Illinois 


A scene from Michael Todd's Broadway production 
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ANCE from a Thespian 

show given at the 
Flemington, West Virginia, 
High School, with Nellie Lee 
Williams as director. The 
notes tell us the theme for 
the dance was “Easter Pa- 


A“ III from Snafu as 
given by members of 
Thespian Troupe 215 at the 
Stambaugh, Mich., High 
School. Miss Helen Dunham, 
director, reports this was one 
of the outstanding plays given 
at her school in recent years. 


EHEARSAL scene from 

the Senior Class play, 

The Ghost Flies South, at 

the Gettysburg, Pa., High 

School (Thespian Troupe 

95). Honors for directing the 

show went to Miss Ruth K. 
Scott. 


AST and setting for a 

performance of Green 
Stockings at the Huntington, 
New York, High School 
(Thespian Troupe 603). Miss 
Mabel Bannister directed the 
production. 


CT II from Headed for 
Eden. This scene is 
taken from the production 
given at the Darien, Conn., 
High School (Thespjan 
Troupe 308), with Elsa Pet- 


tersson as director. 
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1. LGA STAMBAUGH in an acrobatic specialty performed in 
the Frolic, Down Argentina Way, one of the outstanding 
shows of the 1945-46 season at the William Penn Senior High School 
(Thespian Troupe 520), York, Pa. Dramatic productions at this 
school are under the able direction of Leon C. Miller. 


=. UGAR AND SPICE, a one-act play presented by students of 


the Cedar City, Utah, High School (Thespian Troupe 239), 
with Gwyn Clark as director. 


3. HIS production of Nine Girls was given by dramatic students 
at the Anchorage, Alaska, High School (Thespian Troup: 
700). Honors for directing the play went to Mrs. Eugene Dahl. 
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LARGE and enthusiastic audience greeted the performance 
of Garden of the Moon, presented last season at the Johns- 
town, Pa., High School (Thespian Troupe 660), with Miss Edith 
Paul in the role of director. 
D. PRING FEVER was a hit of the 1945-46 season at the Colum- 
bus, Indiana, High School (Thespian Troupe 57). The play 
was directed by Mildred Murray. 
6. HE editor was cruel to this young lady in separating her 
from the scene from Double Exposure shown on page 6. We 
are sorry her name was not reported with the photograph. Notice 
the effective gestures. That is good acting, Miss ....... 
7. HIS scene comes from a production of The Charm School 
at the Janesville, Wis., High School (Thespian Troupe 538). 
Directed by Bessie Carter. 
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School (Thespian Troupe 552) and the Mercy High School, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, with Reverend Wilfred G. Dirr and Sister Mary 
Carlos, R. S. M., as directors. 


2. UNIOR MISS. This production was given at the Philippi, 
West Va., High School (Thespian Troupe 284), with Frances 

Nucci directing. 

3. CT III, scene 2, from Foot Loose as given at the Columbia 

High School, Richland, Wash. (Thespian Troupe 640). Mrs. 

Veroqua Smith directed. 

4. HARACTERS from the production of Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs at the Boulder, Colo., High School (Thespian 

Troupe 60). Directed by Ada Burton. 





2. @'CENE from And Came the Spring at the Pontiac, Mich., Senior 
High School (Thespian Troupe 499). Directed by W. N. Viola. 


6. FESSE CHURCH directed this scene taken from a production 


of Best Foot Forward at the Dearborn, Mich., High School 
(Thespian Troupe 586). 


‘ 
q. OMORROW THE WORLD. This scene is taken from the 


production staged last season at the Nampa, Idaho, Senior 
High School (Thespian Troupe 222), with Dilla Tucker as director. 


SS. HE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER was an outstanding 


show last season at the John Greer High School, Hoopeston, 
Ill. (Thespian Troupe 282). Directed by B. F. Johnston. 
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Membership in 
THE PLAY CLUB 


> THE BEST PLAYS... 


Both one-act and full-length. . . mailed to youeachmonth. _ 


> ROYALTY-FREE PRIVILEGES.. 


Play Club members pay no royalties on these very same 
plays for which non-members pay from $10.00 to $50.00 per 


performance. 


> VALUABLE FREE GIFTS... 


As a new member you may have, with our compliments, 
one of the following expensive gifts: 





*A year's subscription to "Theatre Arts" magazine. 
*A handsome copy of "Modern Theatre Practice.” 











THE PLAY CLUB 
THREE ECONOMICAL : 551 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 
« Please enroll me as a member in: 
MEMBERSHIP PLANS C the Combined Membership Plan...... $12.50 
: [] the 3-act Play Club Plan............. 8.00 
|| the Il-act Play Club Plan............. 8.00 
{-Act ( 16 plays 4 year) ae $8.00 And send me FREE the following gift: 
Oe (Choose one of the selections above ) 
3-Act (8 plays a year) ________ B.00 ity name 
School 
COMBINED (24 playsayear)_..12.50 § :,,,... 
City er aes | State 
PY * ao find che ck or money order 


[] Please send bill 


I understand that this membership entitles me to the royalty- 


ORDER NOW! free privilege, and that there will be no additional charges. 
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OM SAWYER as 
staged at the Ellwood 
City, Pa., High School 
(Thespian Troupe 507), 
with Elizabeth McKnight 


as director. 


ONEST ABE, a 

three-act play pre- 
sented at the Havana, 
Illinois, High School 
(Thespian Troupe 221). 
This production was di- 
rected by Glo Rose 
Mitchell. 


ONORS for directing 

this successful per- 

formance of The Young 

in Heart at the Preston, 

Idaho, High School (Thes- 

pian Troupe 39) went to 
Mrs. Stella Booth. 


HIS production of 

Snafu at the Morgan- 
town, West Va., High 
School (Thespian Troupe 
27) was greeted by a large 
audience. The play was 
staged under the expert 
direction of Dorothy Stone 
White. 


AST and set for 
Spring Green as 
given last season at the 
Bloomington, Illinois, 
High School (Thespéan 
Troupe 131). Patricia 
Weldon, director, Rilda 
Betts, business manager 
and Thespian Sponsor. 
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James Thurber’s 


MANY MOONS 


Dramatized by Charlotte Chorpenning 


A 3-act play; 3 men, 5 women, 1 basic set. Time, 1¥2 
hrs.—James Thurber’s delightful story has been beautifully 
adapted to the children’s theatre by Charlotte Chorpen- 
ning. It is easy to produce on any stage, and your cast will 
love their parts. This is the story of the Princess Lenore 
who fell ill of a surfeit of raspberry tarts. The Royal Nurse 
took her temperature and made her stick out her tongue, 
but there was just one thing that could make the princess 
well again—she must have the moon! The King told her 
she could have it today—tomorrow at the latest—and he 
summoned his wise men. First, came the Lord High Cham- 
berlain, who wore thick glasses which made his eyes seem 
twice as big as they really were. This made him look twice 
as wise as he really was. Then came the Royal Wizard, 
who wore a high peaked cap with silver stars on it, and 
finally came the Royal Mathematician, who would walk 
around in circles and then walk around in squares. But 


while the Lord High Chamberlain had obtained many 


Other Outstanding Plays 
for Children's Theatre 











ALICE IN WONDERLAND 
HANSEL AND GRETEL 
PINOCCHIO 
RUMPELSTILTSKIN 


THE PRINCESS AND THE 
SWINEHERD 


CINDERELLA OF LORELAND 
THE TINDER BOX 


All of these and many others are fully 
described in the free catalog: "Plays 
for Young People" 





Send for Your Copy Today 


e 
DRAMATIC 
PUBLISHING 
COMPANY 





























things for the King, like rubies and hummingbirds’ tongues, 
and while the Wizard performed many wizardries, like 
making rabbits out of silk hats, and silk hats out of rabbits, 
and while the Mathematician had even figured how many 
birds you could catch with all the salt in the ocean, none 
could help the King get the moon. They couldn’t even 


_ agree how big it was or how far away. In despair, the King 


rang for the Court Jester to play for him. The Jester, hear- 
ing what happened, told the King that since all of his min- 
isters were wise men, they must all be right, and the moon 
must be as far away and as big as each person thinks it is. 
The thing to do is to find out how big the Princess Lenore 
thinks it is and how far away. The happy way in which the 
Jester obtains the moon for the princess and the lovely 
touch of philosophy that goes with it, make this, in our 
opinion, the finest play to be made available to the chil- 
dren’s theatre. Royalty, $10.00 minimum. 


Price per copy, 75 cents 





Photo by C. M. Frank 


New Address 


1706 S. Prairie Ave. 
Chicago 16, Ill. 


Jester: How big do you think the moon is? 


Princess: It is just a little smaller than my thumbnail, for when | hold my thumbnail 
up to the moon, it just covers it. 
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1. CROWN OF MERCY. Presented by Thespian Troupe 335 


of the Amarillo, Texas, Senior High School. Directed by 
Mrs. W. N. Whitworth. 


2. CENE from The Cannibal Queen staged at the Parkview High 


School (Thespian Troupe 494), Bay Village, Ohio. Molly 
M. Brush directed the play. 


3. HARACTERS from Orchids and Onions presented at the 


Turkey Creek High School (Troupe 669), Plant City, Fla., 
with Mrs. F. C. Riley directing. 


4. C‘CENE from Nine Girls given at the Kilgore, Texas, High 
School (Troupe 45). Directed by Janis Stephens. 











D. WO players from the production of A Connecticut Yankee 
at the Glen Cove, N. Y., High School (Troupe 41). Di- 
rected by Rosemary Cahill. 
6. E'CENE from the patriotic revue, The Truly Great, staged at 
the St. Mary High School, Jackson, Mich. (Thespian Troupe 
541). Directed by Sister Eugene, S. C. , 
@. AST and staff for Mooncalf Mugford, a production of Thespian 
Troupe 33 at the Fort Stockton, Texas, High School, with 
Ranell Chaney as director. 
§S. C'CENE from The Garden of the Moon as given at the Ben 


Davis High School (Thespian Troupe 21), Indianapolis, Ind. 
Directed by Elsie B. Ball. 
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1. D* TH TAKES A HOLIDAY. Directed by Margaret Mere- 
dith at the William Chrisman High School (Troupe 389), 
Independence, Mo. 


2. HIS production of Nine Girls was given at the Clearview 


High School (Thespian Troupe 591), Lorain, Ohio, with 
Valeria Jenkins as director. 


3. ('CENE from Wings of Darkness, a one-act play staged at the 


Benton Harbor, Mich., High School (Troupe 455) under the 
direction of Margaret L. Meyn. 


4. EVEN SISTERS. This performance was given at the 


Northampton, Mass., High School (Troupe 411), with Ruth 
E. French as the director. 
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oD. AST for a performance of The Connecticut Yankee at the 
Tuscola, Ill., Community High School (Troupe 180). The 
play was given under the direction of Thelma Grumbles. 
6. E‘CENE from Incognito, a production fo Thespian Troupe 156 
of the Revere, Mass., High School, with June Hamblin and 
Emily Mitchell as directors. 
@. HESPIAN Ted Corbett poses for a personified Thespian em- 
blem at the Milwaukee, Oregon, High School (Troupe 75). 
S. CENE from Arsenic and Old Lace as given at the Manchester 
Conn., High School (Troupe 644), with Mrs. Helen Page 
Skinner as director. 
9. HARACTERS from Kind Lady, a production of the Scene- 
shifters at the Morgan School (Troupe 652), with Lucille 
H. Spicer as director. 
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EVERYBODY'S HAPPY 
When They See 


“HAPPY IS THE BRIDE” 


A Three Act Comedy 
By 
KURTZ GORDON 


Joyce and Gerald are to be married 
within a week. They are waiting in the 
empty living room of their first apartment 
for their furniture to arrive. All is bright 
on their horizon except for two clouds— 
the future in-laws. Neither approve of the 
marriage. When the furniture is delivered 
by two dopey furniture movers, Joyce's 
mother drops in for a “peek” and immedi- 
ately arranges it to suit her taste and 
dashes off to her afternoon bridge. Before 
Joyce and Gerald can arrange it to suit 
themselves, Gerald's mother dashes in from 
a shopping trip and orders the furniture 
arranged to suit her simple taste. Within 
five months the newlyweds are faced with 
serious in-law invasion. You will love and 
applaud the wild decision they make to 
save their marriage, and revel in the 
lightning speed with which they carry it 
through. . . . A reading of the play will 
convince you of its merits. 


4 Men, 6 Women—Simple Interior 
Books, 50 cents —Royalty $10.00 


BAKER'S PLAYS 


178 Tremont St., Boston 11, Mass. 
or 
448 So. Hill St., Los Angeles 13, Calif. 
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SEND FOR OUR 
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CATALOG 
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SCHOOLS, CHURCHES, 


and LITTLE THEATRES 


THE NORTHWESTERN PRESS 


2200 PARK AVENUE 
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Gitts in the Wilderness’ 


By MARY THURMAN PYLE 


This short play is based on details of two 
Christmases, those of 1804 and 1805, as found 
in the Journal of the Lewis and Clark Expedi- 
tion, with some added material which is purely 
imaginary, but, the author believes, highly 
probable. Although the play concerns events 
at Christmas, its historical nature makes it 
suitable for use at any time of year. 


Time: December 25, 1805, very early in the 
morning. 

Piace: The quarters of Captains Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark, within a log fort, 
part of a temporary garrison, somewhere in the 
wilderness of the northwest. 


CHARACTERS: 


Captain Meriwether Lewis. 

Captain William Clark. 

Patrick Gass, a hardy frontiersman, oldest of 
the party. 

George Shannon, a youth of 17, youngest of 
the party. 

George Gibson, another member of the party. 

York, young Negro servant to Clark. 

Toussaint Charbonneau, interpreter. 

Sacajawea, the “Bird Woman,’ Toussaint’s 
wife, an Indian of the Shoshone tribe. 

Several additional men, members of the party. 


The men wear the clothing typical of the 
frontiersmen of the period—wool shirts, dur- 
able trousers, leggings and stout shoes or boots, 
fur caps and fur-lined coats. Lewis and Clark, 
for purposes of the play, may dress like the 
other men, although the proper captain’s unt- 
form would be correct and very effective, if 
obtainable. 


The two captains are aristocratic and well- 
set-up young men. The other members of the 
Expedition represent varying strata of society, 
but all are vigorous, brave, and spirited. 


The Indian woman wears warm, dark cloth- 
ing, including a fur-lined jacket with hood. A 
few strings of beads are about her neck, and 
a bead headdress ornaments her long, black 
hair. She wears Indian moccasins. 


All the characters should show, by clothing 
and pantomime, that the weather is extremely 
cold and that they are glad to get near the 
fire which is glowing on a roughly constructed 
stone hearth at the left of the square room. 


The door to the outside is at center back. 
An entrance to another room is at down left 
and is curtained off with an Indian blanket 
or gunny sacking. At right are two army cots, 
made up with heavy blankets and fur robes. 
A table, constructed of boards laid across 
small empty barrels, is down right, with two 
camp chairs near it. There are one or two 
other camp chairs and several empty boxes or 
barrels turned on end. Knapsacks and bundles 
are lying about. In. front of the hearth is a 
bear rug and some logs of wood are near. On 
pegs driven in the walls hang the hats and 
heavy coats of the occupants of the room. On 
the table are a writing case, a quill pen in an 
inkstand, various papers and entry books, and 
a lighted candle in a holder, or a lighted 
lantern. 





* This play may be produced by amateur drama 
groups upon payment of a royalty fee of $2.50 a per- 
formance to Mary Thurman Pyle, Extension Division, 
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Va. 








Change of Address 


Change of address should be promptly re- 
ported to us, as the post office does not for- 
ward second-class matter. The old address, 
as well as the new, should be reported. 








Captains Lewis and Clark sit at the impro- 
vised table, writing: Lewis, in a large ledger 
or notebook; Clark, on a sheet of letter paper. 
Clark suddenly shivers. 


Clark: Br-r-r! It’s cold enough this morning 
to freeze the noses off Kris Kringle’s reindeer- 
Where’s that black boy? Why doesn’t he put 
some more wood on the fire ? 

(He rises, goes to fireplace and puts a piece 
of wood on the fire, gets a jacket or wool scarf 
from a peg on the wall and puts it on over his 
heavy wool shirt, then goes back to his writ- 
ing.) 

Lewis (Suddenly looking up.): ’Twas Sat- 
urday a week ago, was it not, that Patrick 
Gass and his party of hunters went in search 
of buffalo? 

Clark: Aye—and found none. 

Lewis: I made proper note of the trip: (He 
reads.) “Hunting party took sleds—killed 
little—buffalo gone from water.’ But 1l’ve 
blurred the date. 

; Clark: *I'was Saturday, a week ago, as you 
say. And you might add, if you haven't al- 
ready, that the heavy snowfall of December 
16 made hunting almost impossible for a time. 

Lewis: I have that. (He reads.) ‘December 
16, 1805. Hunting difficult because of heavy 
snow and extreme cold, which caused _ icy 
particles to fill the air. We shall remain in 
our crude but comfortable garrison until the 
weather is more favorable. Provisions low, 
but Sacajawea, our faithful little Indian guide, 
established friendly relations with an Indian 
tribe and procured us an adequate supply of 
dried salmon and of an edible root called 
Wapto root; also not a little dried corn.” 

Clark: Which, by gad, will be our Christmas 
dinner. 

Lewis: And glad we’ll be to get it, even 
though the roast turkey they'll be having back 
home in Virginia wouldn’t be bad. 

Clark (Groans.): Don’t make my mouth 
water ! 

Lewis: Oh, come, William! I’ll warrant our 
own Christmas dinner won’t be bad. George 
eg can do wonders with grub—of any 

ind. 

Clark: That’s so. Besides, there’s much in 
being hungry. 

Lewis: And we'll have no difficulty on that 
score. Writing home? 

Clark: I thought it fitting—Christmas day, 
you know. The letter can go with the next 
report you send back to President Jefferson. 


Lewis: True. I hope to get a runner from 
some Indian tribe to take out letters to a 
point from which they can be sent back East. 
Our “Bird Wowan” can arrange it, I trust. 


Clark: What would we have done without 
Sacajawea—our faithful guide? 

(They resume their writing. The hanging 
at the entrance at the left parts, and York, 
Clark’s colored servant, enters, carrying a tin 
pot and two tin mugs.) 

York (Calling loudly) : Christmas gif’! 

(The two young Captains are startled, then 
smile good humoredly.) 


Clark: York, you black rascal! (Not really 
scolding.) What do you mean by bursting in 
on us like that? 


Lewis (Smiling.): And at a moment when 
we re deep in our scholarly labors? 

York: ‘’Scvse me, gemmen! (He _ grins 
widely.) Jes’ had to say “Christmas @if’”’ fust 
ting, lak we does back home in Virginny. 

Clark: Well, don’t stand there grinning like 
an idiot. Bring on the coffee. 

(York puts the mugs down on the table 
before the two men and pours the coffee. 
Clark and Lewis move their writing materials to 
one side.) 
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DOUBLE DOOR 


A Play in 3 Acts by Elizabeth McFadden 


Has been given over 900 performances in the high 
school and college theatres, in addition to long 
runs in the professional fields. 


Theme: The never-ending struggle between dom- 
inating members of a famiy. Characters: Five 
women, seven men. Costumes: Picturesque period 
of 1910. Scene: One set, a myste:iously fascinating 
room in a millionaire’s mansion on Fifth Avenue, 
New York. 


‘1 have coached ‘“‘Double Door’’ twice; both 
schools rate it as their best play ever produced. 
It has the best range of characters of any play 
I know for high schools if a Victoria can be 
found.’ 
EupPpHA BONHAM, Bennington High School, 
BENNINGTON, VERMONT. 


Price: 75 cents Royalty: $25.00 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


811 West 7ih Street 
Los Angeles 


25 West 45th Street 
New York 











Lewis: Coffee- (He whiffs it.) An excellent 
beginning to the day. I am glad you’ve man- 
aged to hang on to a small supply of the 
precious stuff, York. 

Clark: York’s all right—best servant I’ve 
ever had or ever expect to have. Eh, boy? 
Hm-m. Do we have anything else for break- 
fast ? 

York: Shore you got sum’p mo’ for breakfas’, 
Marse William. I done fix you up the bestes’ 
corn meal mush I could fix wid dis here dried 
corn we has. 

Clark: Bring it on, York. 

York: Yassir. 

(York goes out.) 

Lewis: Quick! What’ll we give him? 

Clark: He doesn’t really expect gifts—not 
at this stage of the Expedition. And he knows 
perfectly well that he’s to be amply rewarded 
when we complete our appointd task. 

Lewis: He must have something! Christmas 
gif’! I can spare a hunting knife from my 
stores. 

(He goes quickly to his knapsack and gets 
the knife.) 

Clark (As Lewis gets the knife.): Ive that 
pipe my great-aunt insisted I bring along— 
I’ve never liked it, though indeed ’tis a fine 
one. 

(He gets the pipe from a bundle on his 
bunk—and just in time, for York re-enters, 
with a tin baking pan and another smaller pan 
with a handle.) 

Clark: Christmas gift yourself, York, you 
good-for-nothing, no-count scamp! 

York (Grinning more than ever.): Yassir, 
Marse William—jes’ hol’ yo’ hawses yo’ 
gwine git one. You, too, Marse Meriwether. 
Set down, gemmen. Here’s you’ Christmas 
mawnin’ breakfas—corn meal mush and 
maple sirp to go wif it. 

Lewis: You’re prevaricating, York. Such a 
thing couldn’t possibly be. 

Clark: Maple syrup—in the winderness— 
after all this time away from our base of 
supplies? 

York: I done melted down my las’ cake o’ 
maple sugar, Marse William. Hoarded it till 
dis here Christmas Day come along—for two 
mighty fine young captains. 

(The two “fine young captains” are deeply 
touched but they must be gay and casual to 
please York.) 

Lewis: York, Ill immortalize you! ’Pon 
my word, I will. (He lifts his coffee cup.) 
To the best Christmas of my life—so far! 

Clark (Lifting his cup.): To December 
twenty-fifth, eighteen hundred and five! 

York: Gemmen! Ought not ter drink no 
toast in nothin’ but wine. 

Lewis: We’ve not a drop of liquor in our 
entire stores—but T’ll warrant my men are 
in such good health and excellent spirits, they 
will have no need of it. What say you, Cap- 
tain Clark? 
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Clark: I agree, Captain Lewis. Here, York, 
here's your gift. A pipe—and a good one, 
too, young fellow. Now I'll have to give you 
some tobacco to put in it. 

York (Delighted.): Thank you, Marse Wil- 
liam. It’s a mighty scrumptious pipe—it shore 
is! I knowed you wouldn’t fergit me, even out 
here in the wilds o’—the wilds o—o’ some- 
wheres ! 

(Lewis and Clark laugh at this.) 

Lewis: Could you use this knife, York? 

York (Overcome.): Marse Meriwether! 
Does you mean it? Can I use it? Glory be! 
Yassir- 

Clark: You’d better go lend a hand with 
the Christmas dinner. 

Lewis: And York—perhaps you had best 
not mention your presents, seeing we aren't 
in a position to give the rest of the men any- 
thing. 

York: Yassir. I understan’s, Captain Lewis. 
Thank ye both. It’s a mighty fine Christmas 
mawnin’. 

(He goes out. The two young men start to 
eat their breakfast.) 

Lewis: I wish we did have something for 
the men. 

Clark: I, too. They'll be tramping in here 
presently to wish us a Merry Christmas. 

(They eat for a moment in silence.) 

Lewis: I have it, William! There may be 
enough tobacco left in our personal supplies 
to give each man a little. That might serve 
as gifts. 

Clark: "T'would, indeed! An excellent idea, 
Meriwether. 

(Both men get their knapsacks or other 
bundles of their belongings, take them to their 
bunks and dump the contents out. Each finds 
several twists of tobacco, carefully tied in 
cloth, and brings it to the table. These twists 
are made of the dried, unbroken leaves and 
are easily broken into smaller pieces for use 
in pipes.) 

Clark: By George, I think we can do it. 
"Twill at least go to show that we’ve not 
forgotten the good old customs of the day. 

Lewis (As he works over the tobacco.): 
Christmas comes but once a year, William. 
And by next December 25, we may have 
reached our destination—anyway, we'll be 
where we can procure more tobacco, I trust. 

Clark: Here, put the writing materials on 
the bunks, then we’ll make as many divisions 
of tobacco as there are men in our party. 

(Lewis carries out this suggestion, then 
returns to the table and begins to divide the 
tobacco.) 

Lewis: Patrick, Ned, Henry, George Gib- 
son— 

Clark: What about those who don’t smoke? 

Lewis: By Jupiter, I hadn’t thought of that. 
Le me see. George Shannon doesn’t smoke— 
too young to have ever started, perhaps. And 
as I recall, Thomas is not a smoker. 

Clark: And there’s Joseph—and Toussaint 
Charbonneau. We can’t leave these men out 
of our gift-giving. 

Lewis: Of course not. (He ponders a mo- 
ment.) William! Can you spare two linen 
handkerchiefs from your store? Methinks my 
knapsack will yield another pair which I have 
not yet used. 

Clark: I think so. My women folk started 
me out on the Expedition with a more than 
ample supply. 

(The men rummage about among their 
belongings and each brings two large white 
handkerchiefs to the table, folds them sepa- 
rately and places them with the little piles of 
tobacco.) 





Lewis: There we are. A Christmas gift— 
of a sort—for each of our men. 

Clark: And no men ever deserved them 
more. What about Sacajawea, the one femi- 
nine member of our party? Neither tobacco 
nor a plain white handkerchief will do for 
her. 

Lewis: I am quite prepared for our little 
Indian woman. Remember, we brought a 
store of beads and gay scarves with which to 
trade with the Indians. 
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Clark (Laughing.): Of which Sacajawea has 
already had a fair share. 

Lewis: She is very like a child in her love 
of presents, especially finery. (He gets a string 
of vari-colored beads and a square of figured 
silk from another bundle and brings them 
to the table.) You give her the scarf, and I, 
the beads. 

Clark: Now we’re ready. They may come as 
soon as they like. By the way, ’tis odd they 
haven’t come in before this. 

Lewis: So ‘tis. They were prompter than 
this last Christmas. Dallying around the camp 
fire, I suppose. 

(There is a loud knock at the door, and 
Lewis calls out, “Come in.’ The door is 
opened and George Gibson, George Shannon, 
and several other men enter. There are gen- 
eral greetings and salutations appropriate to 
Christmas, all speaking at once, and the men 
shake hands with their commanding officers. 
Finally, separate speeches are distinguished.) 

George Shannon: ’Tis a colder Christmas 
morning than last year, ist not, Captain 
Lewis? 

Lewis: I believe you’re right, George. Have 
you made an entry in your diary yet? 

Shannon: Not yet, Sir. I usually try to write 
something at the end of the day. 

Lewis: I, too—but at the beginning, also. 

Clark: Where’s Patrick—and ‘Toussaint and 
his squaw? 

George Gibson: Patrick Gass—stubborn 
great fool that he is—insisted on starting off 
at dawn with two others, to try his luck at 
hunting in spite of the cold. 

Another Man: Said he didn’t fancy dried 
salmon for Christmas dinner. 

(The men laugh.) 

Gibson: We would have been here sooner 
to wish you a Merry Christmas, were it not 
for waiting for them to come in, so they could 
join us. 

Lewis (Somewhat displeased.) : Gass should 
stay in the garrison in such weather. Besides 
a hunting party went out yesterday and found 
no game of any sort. 

Shannon: He said he’d not go far and would 
return shortly. 

A Second Man: He thinks that Christmas 
morning will bring him luck. Hope he’s right. 
I’ve had enough o’ that durned dried salmon 
and Wapto roots. 

Lewis: Make yourselves comfortable, men. 
We have a sort of special Christmas greeting 
for you, but we shall wait a bit and sce if 
the others come in. 

(They sit around on the floor or on the 
packs, near the fire. George Shannon takes a 
harmonica from his pocket and begins to play 
softly.) 

Gibson: We should have York, to join in 
with his fiddle. 

Clark: You'll have York’s fiddle later in 
the day, I promise you. He and Shannon will 
make music for our dance. 

(Toussaint Charbonneau, the French inter- 
preter, who is a member of the party and mar- 
ried to their Indian guide, Sacajawea, enters.) 

Toussaint: Bon jour, mon Capitaines! Joy- 
euse Noel! Or no, eet ees “Merree Chreest- 
mus “I should say, ‘n’est-ce-pas? 

Lewis: Toussaint Charbonneau! Merry 
Christmas! Come in. Join us. 

Clark: Merry Christmas, Toussaint. Come 
in to the fire. But where’s Sacajawea and the 
papoose ? 

Toussaint: Papoose, he sleep warm and 
quiet in tent. I no wake heem. Squaw, Saca- 
jawea—she go away. 

Lewis: Sacajawea—gone away? But where? 
Surely she would not want to miss our cele- 
bration. 

Toussaint: I not know, Capitaine Lewis. She 
no tell me, her hosban’! Why she no tell 
Toussaint, theenk you? 

Clark: When did she go? 

Toussaint: She teep-toe away—out of tent. 
Indian moccasins make no sound. When? I 
not know. Where? Not know. 

Gibson: She'll not go far, I’m thinking. 

Shannon: Unless there’s an Indian tribe 
near by that we don’t know of, and she’s gone 
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to question them or trade with them. 

Lewis: She would hardly do that without 
telling Captain Clark or me. 

Gibson: You don’t think its possible there’s 
an unfriendly tribe somewhere near, and that 
Sacajawea is being held prisoner? 

Toussaint; We ought try to find Sacajawea— 
theenk you? 

Shannon: I'll gladly go with Charbonneau, 
Captain Lewis. 

Lewis: Wait a bit, lad. Toussaint, if your 
wife does not return to camp within the hour, 
well send out a party to look for her—al- 
though she knows her way in the wilderness 
better than any of us, Pll warrant. 

(Patrick Gass, two other men, and York 
all enter at this point from the outside.) 

Patrick: A Merry Christmas to ye, Captain 
Lewis! A Merry Christmas to ye, Captain 
Clark! 

(There are shouts from the men, a return 
of the Christmas greetings from the captains, 
and ad lib exclamations.) 

Lewis: Greetings to you, Patrick. 

Clark: Come in, come in, Patrick Gass! 

Gibson: And where have ye been, Patrick, 
goin’ off with your hunters in spite of the 
cold and the heavy snow? 

Patrick: You should see our bag of game! 
Now we'll have a Christmas dinner that'll be 
a Christmas dinner—and not, by gad, dried 
salmon! 

Shannon: And what did ye catch, Patrick? 
Don’t tell me you found a whale washed 
ashore, like last December? 

Patrick: Not whale this time, lad—nor yet 
buffalo, nor bear, nor even deer. 

(The men cry “What then?” “Believe it’s 
all a tall story!” “He didn’t get a thing, Ill 
warrant,’ Etc.) 

Gibson: York is grinning like a Cheshire 
cat. What did he get, York? Come on—tell 
us. 

Patrick: "T'was ducks, me fine lads—an even 
dozen of ’em—and seven geese—and a crane, 
as I live! Found ’em at the water’s edge. 
How’s that for holiday fare? 

(Ad lib exclamations of great approval.) 

Gibson: Good! As chief cook, Ill turn you 
out some broiled birds by ten o’clock—the 
hour set for our Christmas dinner. 

York: I done started to clean dem birds. 
Reckon I’d better go on back and finish pickin’ 
de feathers off'n ’em. Dat dere crane de 
funnies’ looking bird I mos’ ever seed. 

Gibson: And Ill go put some dried corn 
to soak. We’re goin’ to have stuffin’ in them 
birds. We haven’t got a grain of salt to season 
them with—so—we'll not season ’em! 

(The men laugh.) 

One of the Men: An hour ago, we didn’t 
have no birds to season. 

Another Man: Put that dried salmon away 
till tomorrow, George Gibson. 

(Another laugh as the men prepare to 
leave.) 

Lewis: Just a minute before you go, men. 
Captain Clark and I wish to extend to you 
our heartiest Christmas greetings and our 
grateful thanks for your loyalty and unfailing 
courage. 

Clark: We want each of you to have a 
Christmas gift—not much, of course, seeing 
as how we've had little chance to shop. (The 
men laugh or chuckle.) On the table here 
you'll find some tobacco for each of you; and, 
if you don’t smoke, as I know you don’t, 
George Shannon, nor you, Toussaint—there 
is a handkerchief for you. 

(The men hang back, not knowing exactly 
what to say, and none of them wanting to be 
first to go get his present.) 

Lewis: Step up, men! Don’t be bashful. 
You don’t want us to put all this good tobacco 
back in our knapsacks, do you? 

(The men laugh and begin to come up to 
the table and take the tobacco or the hand- 
kerchiefs. Lewis and Clark shake hands-with 
each man or perhaps slap him on the back, 
with some special greeting for each. The men 
murmur their thanks. They are pleased and 
touched.) 

Patrick: As the oldest man among ye, I’il 
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take the privilege of expressing our thanks. 
(He draws himself up and salutes. The other 
men follow suit.) Captain Lewis and Captain 
Clark! The men of your Expedition here 
present thank ye for very fine and agreeable 
Christmas gifts. Our compliments to the two 
finest young officers in ail our fair country, 
on this Christmas Day of the year 1805. 

Shannon: Hear, hear! 

(The men repeat, “Hear, hear!” ) 

Gibson: And may I add, Sirs, that all we 
Can give you in return is a good dinner and 
some music and dancing afterward—and our 
full cooperation with you till the Expedition 
is finished. 

Lewis: [Thank you, thank you, men. Who 
could want more? ‘lhe order of the day is 
as follows: Regular duties until nine-thirty, at 
which time we will parade and hoist the 
American flag in the garrison. You will fire a 
round of small arms after the flag is raised. 
Dinner—of roast birds!—at ten o'clock. At 
two, dancing, singing, and the playing of such 
musical instruments as we can assemble. Our 
stores this Christmas include no _ spiritous 
liquors of any sort, but your health and good 
humor need none, I’m glad to say. To your 
duties. The day’s well begun—’twill end as 
well. 

(Lhe men go out, with ad lib remarks and 
thanks for the presents. There is much good- 
humored joking and laughing. Toussaint is 
the last to go out.) 

Toussaint: Gapitaine Lewis, what I do ’bout 
squaw ? 

Lewis: Send Sacajawea here as soon as she 
returns. If she is not back in camp before the 
hour is up, you may take several of the men 
and go look for her. 

Toussaint: Merci, Capitaine, merci! 

(He goes out after the others.) 

Clark: I like not her absence, Meriwether. 

Lewis: Nor I. Shé has been looking forward 
to Christmas day as a child would. 

Clark: Do you remember her pleasure and 
amazement at our celebration last year? 

Lewis: I hardly think we should wait a full 
hour to start our search for her. Even her 
strength and endurance might be taxed by 
the heavy snowfall of recent days and the 
unusual cold. 

Clark: Let us wait a bit longer for her. And 
while we wait, ‘tis a good time for you to re- 
ceive a Christmas gift from a fellow named 
William Clark. (He goes to his bunk, reaches 
under the cover, and pulls out a package 
wrapped in heavy brown paper. He hands the 
package to Lewis.) A happy Christmas, Meri- 
wether—with my deepest regard. 

(Lewis takes the package.) 

Lewis: Thank you, William. Before I open 
it, Pll give you something to open at the same 
time. (He gets an Indian basket which he has 
had carefully hidden under some garments, 
and hands it to Clark. There is something 
folded up in the basket.) For my dear friend 
and faithful co-worker. Basket and all! 

Clark: Many thanks. Well, looks as though 
we didn’t forget each other. I say, this is a 
very fine basket. You must have got it from 
the Shoshone Indians when we were trading 
with them. 

(They proceed to open their presents. The 
things in the basket prove to be a fine white 
shirt and a pair of drawers, of the long, heavy 
variety. In Lewis’s package are a pair of 
moccasins, two pairs of knitted wool socks, and 
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community theatres, school and collge dra- 
matic societies and libraries. 


Fourteen illustrated plates in folio form, 
of over four hundred figures, from the 
Egyptian era up to 1920. Hundreds already 
sold. Send $2.00 postpaid. 

Costumes to Rent for 
Plays, Pageants and Operas 


VAN HORN & SON 


Established 1852 
Theatrical Costumers 


Authorities on Period Costumes 
PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 

















a mat of white cedar bark. The friends ex- 
claim over and remark about each item, as ts 
natural in such a situation, reiterating their 
thanks and appreciation. Suddenly York bursts 
in.) 
York: Cap’n Clark! Cap’n Lewis! She done 
come back! Mister Charbonneau’s squaw all 
right—she come back and go to papoose. 
Thought mebbe you like to know right away. 

Lewis (Pleased and relieved.): Thank you, 
York. That was very thoughtful of you. 

Clark: Good boy, York. She'll be coming 
in here presently, I make no doubt. How’s that 
dinner coming along? 

York (Grinning.): Fine, Marse William. I 
done dressed mos’ o’ dem birds. 

(He goes out and almost at once Sacajawea 
enters. She comes in quickly and goes direct 
to Lewis.) 

Sacajawea: Captain Lewis! Sacajawea ver’ 
sorree be late—not be here at early time of 
day when men they come say the Merree 
Chreestmas. 

Lewis: That’s al! right, Sacajawea. We were 
concerned about your safety, that’s all. 

Clark (Smiling at her.): It’s safer and more 
comfortable here inside the garrison, you 
know. 

Sacajawea (Smiles, showing very white teeth 
contrasting vividly with her brown skin.): 
Sacajawea, she know that. Ver’ nice inside fort, 
in tent with blankets, with fur robes—near 
camp fire. But Sacajawea not afraid of snow 
and cold. She meet Indian from far-away 
tribe. 

Lewis (In surprise.) : From what tribe, Saca- 
jawea? 

Sacajawea: Own tribe, Captain Lewis. Sho- 
shone. Friendly Indian—promised bring Saca- 
jawea something—promise bring before this. 
I wait. Chreestmas coming. Then, last night— 
Indian send message he be here. 

Lewis: Well, go on. Tell us about it. (She 
hesitates.) Don’t be afraid, little Bird Woman. 
If the Indian from your tribe brought you 
something, that is all right. 

Clark: We trust you implicitly, you know 
that. 

Sacajawea: Sacajawea wish give white chiefs 
presents—like they give her last Chreestmas. 
White captains her ver’ good friends. 

Lewis: You mean us, Sacnjawea. 

Sacajawea: You, Captain Lewis—and you, 
Captain Clark. Indian bring what Sacajawea 
ask him bring. Sacajawea give him—what you 
call eet—skeeleet. 

Clark: You mean, you gave him your skillet? 


Sacajawea: Skeeleet. (She takes from under 
her robe two rolls—something wrdpped in 
pieces of leather or brown cloth. She hands 
one roll to Lewis) For you, Captain Lewis. Eet 
ees something Indian like ver’ much. You like 
eet, too, maybe. And some for you. (She 
hands other roll to Clark.) 

Lewis: What is it, Sacajawea. 
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Stage Curtains, Track, Lighting 
Scenery and Rigging 
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Sacajawea: Eet ees tails of white weazels. Ver’ 
hard get—ver’ nice—ver’—what you say? Ver’ 
preetee. And for each of you—pieces blackroot. 
Ver good—make good drink—what you call 
—tea. 

Clark (Opens roll on bunk, and contents are 
not seen by audience.) : White weazle tails, as 
I live! Why, there’s (He counts for instant.) 
—there’s two dozen of them. That’s a truly 
valuable present, Sacajawea—a magnificent one, 
in fact. And blackroot—that’s a fine present, 
too. 

Sacajawea (Pleased.): You like? 

Clark: Of course I like—very much. 

Sacajawea (To Lewis.): You like? 
open. You have same thing. 

Lewis (Looking at her with real tenderness 
and affection.): I like your present more than 
I can say, Sacajawea. The blackroot tea will 
give me much refreshment and comfort. And 
I shall take the beautiful tails of the white 
weazel all the way back home to Virginia with 
me and value them all my life. Thank you, 
faithful little guide—little Bird Woman. 

Sacajawea: You ver’ good, Capitaine. Saca- 
jawea, she like ver’ much get white weazel 
tails for you. 

Clark: And we have something for you. 
(He takes the scarf from the table and hands 
it to her.) With Captain Clark’s compliments. 

(She takes the scarf, pleased as a child.) 

Sacajawea: Eet have flowers on eet! Ooh! So 
—preetee! 

Lewis (Handing her the beads.): And here 
are beads made of blue sky, golden sunshine, 
green water, and white foam—with a bit of 
red from our camp fire thrown in for good 
measure. 

Sacajawea (Delighted with the beads and 
with his flowery language.): Ooh! Sacajawea 
like! So preetec! Show Toussaint! “Blue sky, 
green water ’—what else you say? 

Lewis (Laughing.): What did I say? Go 
show them to your husband—and be sure to 
wear them at our Christmas party. 

Sacajawea: Sacajawea wear! (Smiles shyly.) 
You wear weazel tail, maybee? 

Lewis: We wear !—At least we'll wear one 
or two, stuck in our hats. Won’t we, Captain 
Clark? 

(Sacajawea smiles glowingly and goes out, 
gliding smoothly and quickly on her little 
moccasins. ) 

Clark: Weazel tails! Whoever heard— 

Lewis (Getting his notebook and sitting down 
at the table.): Think Ill write a bit in the 
Journal before dinner. That blackroot and 
those white weazel tails must go into the record 
—and who knows? Perhaps this Christmas of 
ours in the uncharted wilderness will be read 
about by many people, many, many -years from 
now. 

Clark: And I'll finish my letter home. 


You no 


(He also gets his writing materials and sits | 


at table. From the outside there comes the 
sound of music—Shannon’s harmonica and 
York’s fiddle, with perhaps another harmonica 
added.) 

Lewis (Smiling.): Rascals! They can’t wait 
to give us that music. 

(They write for a moment in silence.) 

Lewis: White weazel tails! She wanted to 
give us the most beautiful thing she could 
think of. Somehow I don’t believe their mone- 
tary value entered her mind. 

Clark: And she traded her valued skillet for 
them. (He writes.) “Various presents were ex- 
changed this morning. From Meriwether I 
received—” (He writes silently for a moment, 
then murmurs aloud again what he is about to 
set down.) “And Sacajawea gave both of us 
some blackroot and two dozen white—” 


(The Curtain Comes Down.) 
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Write for Catalogue H 
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Costume rentals for complete 
productions or any part thereof, 
to schools and colleges every- 
where. 100,000 costumes in stock 
—promptly available at very se 
moderate rates. You name the 
production or general list of 
requirements — we send full 
information without obligation. 


EAVES COSTUME COMPANY 
Eaves Building 

151 WEST 46th ST. * NEW YORK 19, N.Y. 
Established 1870 
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e CYCLORAMAS 
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e PAINTED DROPS 
@ AND SETTINGS 
@ CYKE PROPS 


e INTERIOR FLATS 
@ LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 
e STAGE HARDWARE 
e AND RIGGING 
@e MOTOR CONTROLS 
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SPECIAL NOTICE 


We have in stock scenic muslin. 


KNOXVILLE 
SCENIC STUDIOS 


609-611 Phillips Avenue 
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 
P. O. Box 412 
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STAGE LIGHTING | 


For the College and School Stage. Spotlights, 
Floodlights, Electrical Effects, Gelatines, Etc. We 
also manufacture Stereopticons, ORDER NOW. 


NEWTON STAGE LIGHTING CO. 


253 W. l4th Street New York II, N. Y.) 
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“THE RED MILL” directed by Florence Hill, 
Lehman High School, Canton, Ohio. 
One of our outstanding successes last season. 


Musical Dance Costumes, 
Dramatic Period Outfits, 
Shakespearean Wardrobe | | 


Modern Military 


Give us the name of your Production and we will gladly) 
send you a Wardrobe Plot and Quotations—No obligation 
invo'ved—We want to acqua.nt you with our Service. 


Better than Broadway Service at | 
“small-town” Prices. 


HOOKER-HOWE COSTUME CO. 


___ Haverhill, Mass.) 
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1. @‘CENE from the production of Come Rain or Shine as pre- 
sented at the Elkhart, Ind., Senior High School (Thespian 

Troupe 653). Directed by Ruth Agnew. 

2. HREE characters from the production of Junior Miss given 


at the Idaho Falls, Idaho, High School (Troupe 480), with 
J. H. Plummer as director. 


3. UT OF THE FRYING PAN. This production was given at 
the Roxana, Ill., High School (Thespian Troupe 566). 
Directed by Katharine Taylor. 


4. @‘CENE from Children of the Moon, a production of Thespian 


Troupe 642 of the Tulare, Calif., Union High School. Di- 
rected by Betty Severin. 
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5. ON’T TAKE MY PENNY. Junior class play at the Webb 
City, Mo., High School (Thespian Troupe 608). Directed 
by Marjorie Allen. 
6. HESPIANS Soony Voorhis and Donna Ann Shedd starring in 
Ye Olde Time Revue at the Orlando, Fla., High School 
(Troupe 177). The show was directed by Mildred E. Murphy. ¢ 


@. WO players from a production of The Fighting Littles pre- 


sented at the Danville, IIl., High School (Troupe 59), under 
the direction of Mary Miller. 


S. HIS scene is from the production of A Connecticut Yankee 


given at the Salem, N. J., High School (Troupe 127), with 
Marie L. Oehrle directing. 
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THE SCHOOL OF SPEECH 


NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 


invites members of 


THE NATIONAL THESPIAN SOCIETY 


to attend 


THE NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL INSTITUTE 


June 30 to August 2 


About 75 high school students who have completed their junior year will be selected from those who apply for 
admission to attend the Seventeenth Annual Institute. Character, scholarship, and evidence of special ability and interest 
in speech—public speaking and debate, dramatics, or radio—will be considered in determining admission. 


© Public Speaking and Debate—about 25 students; instruction in the principles of public speech and their 
applications to discussion, debate, oratory, and extempore speaking. 


¢ Dramatics—about 25 students; basic instruction in acting, make-up, directing, stagecraft, and participation 
in plays. 

© Radio—about 25 students; radio announcing, continuity writing, and acting applied in the production of 
radio programs. 


All students are housed in dormitories under the supervision of experienced counselors. Instruction is given by 
members of the staff of the School of Speech. Various social functions and trips to points of interest in the Chicago 
metropolitan area are planned. University beaches on Lake Michigan, tennis courts, the University Library—these 
and other facilities are offered to provide five weeks of study in a pleasant and stimulating environment. 


APPLY EARLY 


SCHOLARSHIP AND TUITION PLACES AVAILABLE 
Write for bulletin and application blanks to 


Dr. Karl F. Robinson, Director, National High School Institute School of Speech, 
Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois 









































THREE ACT PLAYS FOR SPRING HITS 


ROMANTIC BY REQUEST, Royalty $25.00..................4 75 
BLACK CAT, Royalty $25.00... 000... cece cece 75 
TANGLED YARN, Royalty $10.00............. 000.000 ccc cee 60 
ANGEL UNAWARES, Royalty $10.00.................0..00008 50 
REMEMBER YOU'RE A LADY, Royalty $5.00................. 50 
MAYBE IT’S A MURDER, Royalty $10.00.............0... 000008 75 
CURSE OF THE INCAS, No Royalty......... 2.00... cece ees 50 
BEAR DECEPTION, No Royalty............ 0c cece eee eeeeue 50 





ONE ACT CONTEST PLAYS 


Scene from THE OBSTINATE BRIDE 


Scene from the recent production of THE OBSTINATE BRIDE, presented by “OLD GRAY MARE AIN’T—,” Royalty $5.00.........5...... 50 
Des Moines, lowa, Community Theater group, under the direction of Hess Sears. 





SHE'S A NEAT JOB, Royalty $5.00.......00 0c. cece cece eee 50 
Comedy by Robert St. Clair. ROSE GARDEN, Royalty $5.00....... ccbsiitn uae a 35 weeawitaandl 50 

Gm. 6w. 1 int. Royalty $10.00. Price 50 cents. FLIGHT OF THE HERONS, Royalty $5.00..............-.0-- 50 

; ig a gin ee = one swe DARK WIND, Royalty $5.00... . oo... ccccccc cu cccccceccs sess +150 
endian aneiiielieaniineesiaeen. THEY CANNOT RETURN, Royalty $10.00............... 50 
A sure fire comedy with a chance to use any number of extras. WEATHER OR NO, Royalty $5.00..... 00.2... 1. sees eee. 088 
WAY STATION, Royalty $5.00........ 2:0... cece cece cece eect 50 

NEW READINGS MUSHROOMS COMING UP, No Royalty.............. 00... 00s 50 

FEVER FLOWER, Dramatic Prine | 60 NO PLACE LIKE HOME, No Royalty... v4 eke eens ween ol 50 


FOR ALWAYS, seinauma 255400) ee eT cutelen | 
MANY MOONS, Dramatic | a 

THE TRAVEL TALK, Humorous......... ss atte hes ea — 

HENRY AND THE UNICOPTER, Humorous.............. oe IVAN BLOOM HARDIN CO. 





GEORGE'S FIRST CIGAR, Humorous....................-.--. 50 3806 Cottage Grove Ave. Des Moines, lowa 
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1. ROFESSOR, HOW COULD YOU! 
School (Thespian Troupe 52), 

2. — from Ever Since Eve given at the Pana, Ill., High School (Troupe 219). 
Directed by Fern E. Sawyer. 


3. CENE from Lost Horizon staged at the San Jose, Calif., High School (Troupe 
537) with Mary Alice Hamm as director. 


1. —, FOOT FORWARD as staged at the Miami, Fla., Edison High Schoo! 
(Troupe 8). Directed by Patricia Brawley. 


9. —— from the one-act play, Antic 
Miami, Fla., Edison High School. 


presented at the Emmett, Idaho, High 
under the direction of Margarette Odom. 


24 





>. , er AND NO, a production of Troupe 561 of the Roosevelt High School, Cedar 
Rapids, lowa. Directed by Roberta D. Sheets. 

6. CENE from the production of Cinderella given at the Hughes Hjgh School 
(Troupe 460), Cincinnati, Ohio. Directed by Helen Stapleford. 

4a CENE from a revue presented at the Emmett, Idaho, High School (Troupe 


52), with Margarette Odom as director. 


WO characters from Write Me A Love Letter, a production of the East High 
School (Troupe No. 726), Akron, Ohio. 


Spring, presented by Troupe 8 of the 


S. 
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1. AST and setting for Lost Horizon, a production of Troupe 


330 at the Watertown, S. Dak., High School. Florence 
M. Bruhn, director. 


2. SFT for The Garden of the Moon as staged by Helen 


Movius at the Lincoln High School (Thespian Troupe 
508), Thief River Falls, Minn. 


3. —— from Kind Lady. Presented by Troupe 245, Van- 
dalia, Ill., High School. Directed by Harriet M. McHard. 


t. oo This production was given at the Rochester, 
Minn., High School (Troupe 650), with B. E. Moeller 


as director. 


January, 1947 


ed 


* 
5 ae > 


a 


ee 


SON, 


wae 


BE Se ‘ 
oe RRO a ahi * 
Me? Ss AS Pe ; : 


ae 
~ 2 er 





o- Q@ET for Lost Horizon as presented at the Clearview High 
School (Troupe 591), Lorain, Ohio. Directed by Valeria 
Jenkins. 
6. AST for the production of The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner at the Harrisburg, Ill., High School (Troupe 16). 
Directed by Lolo F. Eddy. 
a. _ Barrett family from Pride and Prejudice. Staged at 


the Washington High School (Troupe 443), Fergus 
Falls, Minn. Directed by Mrs. W. A. Lee. 


S. EHEARSAL scene at the Miami, Fla., High School 
(Thespian Troupe 8). 
9. HESPIAN TROUPE 442 of the Port Clinton, Ohio, 
High School. Sponsored by Katherine Barber. 
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TAGE set for a pro- 
duction of Tomorrow 

the World at the Charles 
City, Iowa, Junior-Senior 
High School given under 
the direction of Dugan 


Laird. (Thespian Troupe 
715). 





ET for Eyes of Tlaloc, NY 

a production of the i! 
Central Union High . 
School, El Centro, Calif. 
(Thespian Troupe 325). i 
Directed by Mrs. Laura ‘ 
De Celles. \ 
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sented at the Alle- 
gany High School, Cum- 
berland, Md., under the i 
direction of Orpha-Bonita “4 
Pritchard. (Thespian it 
Troupe 695.) ) 
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Death Takes a Holi- ‘ 
day at the Benton Har- ‘ 
bor, Mich., Senior High Ny 
School (Thespian Troupe “| 
455). Directed by Mar- \), 





ET for a production of 7 





garet L. Meyn. Ny 
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ET for the production “| 
of Nine Girls. A pro- \). 
duction of Thespian \ 
Troupe 605 of the George i 
Washington High School, “lj 
Danville, Va. Directed by \), 
Dorothy Fitzgerald. NY 
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“..adrama of dignity, sense, and value” 


—New York World Telegram 


Che RICH FULL LIFE | 


By VINA DELMAR 
| First produced by Gilbert Miller at the John Golden 
; 
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Theatre in New York with Judith Evelyn and Virginia 
Weidler in leading roles. 
3 Males, 6 Females. Interior. Modern Costumes. 
Books, 75 cents. Royalty, $35.00. 

The Fenwicks live in a small town. Father's views on 
life fit pretty much into his confined surroundings. Mother 
oe accepts her fate, but she does want her daughter to have 

ES a little more fun out of life. The daughter, unfortunately, 
| 
if 


Sg 
Ree 
oe 


is trail and is treated like an invalid. She accepts her 
invalidism until she is dated with the most popular boy 
in high school for the senior prom. The night of the prom 

the weather is bad but despite this the mother insists 
satan sa maa that she go, even though the father and the in-laws 
| classify the act in the same category with murder. It is 
a wonderful dance but Cynthia afterwards becomes a very sick girl. The mother calls up the 
boy pretending she is the child speaking and asks him to come on over for a visit. Together 
they pull Cynthia through a pneumonia crisis. Highly recommended for high schools. 


“Vina Delmar has had a keen eye for character in the new offering at the John Golden 


Theater. She has probed into a mother-daughter relationship with considerable subtlety and 
oower.—New York Herald-Tribune. 
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Thoughttully provocative and hilariously funny | 


I LIKE IT HERE » ~ =. snirrrin 


| Six Males, Three Females. Interior. Modern Costumes. 
| Books, 75 cents. Royalty, $35.00. 


| Willie Kringle, played by Oscar Karlweis + busily and confidently about making the 
7, in the New York production at the John ideals of a Democracy work. Besides, he 
| Golden Theatre, is an engaging and skilled can cook and repair things. He urges a 


young ex-soldier to run for office, starts the 





man servant who has been newly hired in 
the home of a professor in a New England 


' town. Willie is a refugee from middle Europe professor _ an open rebellion age 
' who has just become an American citizen. the determined Mrs. Professor, and finally 
_ Being muck more American than most Amer- saves the day itor the daughter and her 





icans, he likes it here well enough to set + true love—the ex-soldier. 


” a delightful evening in the theater.” NEW YORK MIRROR 
French’s 1947 Complete Catalogue of Plays is Now Ready—Send for your Copy Today. 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


| THE HOUSE OF PLAYS 
25 West 45th Street, New York 19, N. Y. (Founded 1830) 811 West 7th Street, Los Angeles 14, Calif. | 
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EMBERS of Thes- 
pian Troupe 794 as 
they appeared in a pro- 
duction of Harriet at the 
Muskegon, Mich., Senior 
High School. Troupe 
sponsor, Ethel Philstrom; 
play director, Esther 
Sherfy. 


HESPIAN TROUPE 

158 of the Blooms- 
burg, Pa., High School. 
Sponsored by Mrs. Har- 
riet H. Kline. 


HESPIAN TROUPE 
365 of the Science 
Hill High School, John- 


son City, Tenn. Sponsored 
by Cora Mae Crockett. 


NIATION ceremony at 

the Havana, IIl., High 
School (Thespian Troupe 
221). Sponsored by Glo 
Rose Mitchell. 
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° Che COMEDY FOR YOUR SPRING PRODUCTION ‘ 
° ° 
4 | D4 
4 4 
4 4 
4 
rs e D4 
D4 a 
4 : 
4 , 
4 2 
4 
‘ A Brand-New 3-Act Play by the Author of "So Help Me" ' 
z | : 
4 4 
, Albert Johnson, Director of Cornell College Theatre, 4. Dad, Mother, and Kid Sister head for the lake. The serv- 4 
> 4 has filled a filling station with fascinating characters, en- ice station flows over with tourists wanting rooms, a truck > 4 
‘ tangled them in hilarious situations, and spun a play that driver, a college field man, a pair of irresistable co-eds, 3 
D4 is high octane to any cast and audience eager for a flight Deck's older sister, his insurance selling brother-in-law, his. |» 
’ to laughter. Fast-moving IF THIS BE BLISS has a youthful baby nephew, Marcella (his fiancée) with her mother and 8 
4 lead who at times pulls at one's heartstrings in the realiza- her three little hellion cousins. 4 
> 4 , —_—" , ; D4 
tion of his dilemma. Deck Smith, the troubled one, will + cetett | 
a ; Dutch Kelly, the more irresistible of the two adventure- — 
‘ soon be eighteen and ready for college —or marriage. some co-eds, is stuck with a varsity show. She has to write ‘ 
4 Which? it or find someone who can. She finds Deck's love poems. > 4 
+ Wise in math, baseball, and gas-station operations, Deck She finds music to fit them. More important still, she finds ’ 
» is not wise about women. Spring hits him socko! Spring and Deck Smith, but in a matrimonial trap that is about to ° 
e Marcella Payne. Finding himself engaged to Marcella, Deck spring ry 
D4 , re 
4 reluctantly abandons college hopes and engineering ambi- — re tte Dutch Melly | anion tt 4 
‘ ; : : pring? Does pretty Dutch Kelly know how to @| 
> 4 pissactoe oo by cre ~<a he would like to handle naive, good-looking chaps like Deck? Does Dad 4 
’ ee Smith's plan make Deck less or more eager to become a 8 
4 Mother says, “Nonsense!” Dad Smith takes another line. “bring home the bacon" Bendict? Does Deck choose D4 
‘ “So you want to be married, Son," he says. "Well, O.K. college or Marcella? ’ 
. But for a week-end | want you to take charge of things here. ~< _— a > 4 
’ Mother and I'll take a little vacation. The full responsibility rar the penciney to this is - evening's fun you and : 
4 will be in your hands. Service the cars, repair the flat tires, your audiences won't want to miss. IF THIS BE BLISS— 8 
i charge the batteries, rent rooms to the tourists—and—your read it and you'll itch to present it. One easy, unusual 4 
, sister Liz may leave Baby Chips with you on Saturday night. interior; fourteen richly-developed roles (7 men, 7 girls) 4 
’ When we come back, we'll talk about your plans, Deck— | plus three small parts. It's easy to stage, costume, and ' 
4 your plans for marriage." + prop, and fun to play. ¢ 
@ : 
’ : 
‘ A PERFECT SELECTION FOR SPRING 4 
, 4 
4 4 
’ The royalty is purposely fixed at only $10.00 .. . $ 
: to make it within the reach of all producing groups. ' 
} , z 
4 4 
4 ROYALTY $10.00 BOOKS, 60 Cents}. 
4 D4 
a 4 
‘ Catalog sent on request ° All orders filled day received >4 
4 
: ‘ 
a D4 
1 THE HEUER PUBLISHING COMPANY {| 
a 4 
BOX 551-C CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA  f} 
D4 4 
( ee a ee a a a ae . 
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1. ew for the festival play, Echo, presented by Thespian Troupe 30, Big 
Sandy District High School, Clendenin, W. Va. Ralph B. Curry, 
director. 


2. HESPIAN TROUPE 123, Laconia, N. 


sponsor. 


3. — initiation of Thespian Troupe 674 at 

School, Cold Spring, Minn. Sister M. 
Initiation conducted by Troupe 596, Anoka, 
Hazel Hoglund. , 


H., High School. Edna A. Smith, 


the St. 
Michaela, 
Minn., 


Boniface High 
O.S.B., sponsor. 
under the direction of 


4. AST for the production of The Barretts, Troupe 469, Wenatchee, Wash.., 
High School. Directed by Lillian Brown. 


5. HESPIAN TROUPE 395, Moravia, Iowa, High School. 
Hazel Bur¢ge. 


Sponsored by 





6. HESPIAN TROUPE 16, Harrisburg, Ill., High School. 


sponsor. 


7. HESPIAN TROUPE 707 of the Hilo, Hawaii, High School. 
by Mrs. Loleta M. Moir. 


S. yg ree of Troupe President Grace Lee Boggess as Miss Thespian 
of 1946 at the Philippi, W. Va., High School. Sponsored by Frances 


Lolo F. Eddy. 


Sponsored 


Nucci. 


¢), oe TROUPE 394, Buhl, Idaho, High School. 


sponsor. 


Roberta Chaney, 


10. qe seininoge ceremony at the Cathedral’ High School (Troupe 710), 
Trenton, N. J., with Sister Mary Anselm as Troupe founder and sponsor. 


NITIATION ceremony at the Grants Pass, Oregon, High School (Troupe 
651), with Fern C. Trull as sponsor. 
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NEW AND RECENT PLAYS 


Some of these plays are released everywhere and some are limited as to territory and date. In 
each case please write to the Service for information. SEND FOR 1946-47 COMPLETE 
CATALOGUE—FREE OF CHARGE. 


THE BARRETTS OF WIMPOLE STREET 


REBECCA 

ONLY AN ORPHAN GIRL 
ARSENIC AND OLD LACE 
I REMEMBER MAMA 
FIRST LADY 

A BELL FOR ADANO 














JUNIOR MISS 

CUCKOOS ON THE HEARTH 
CAREER ANGEL 

DEAR RUTH 


WHERE THE DEAR ANTELOPE PLAY 
(New version, 13 women, 3 men.) Books, 75c 











SNAFU 


A tremendous comedy hit, which can 


RAMSHACKLE INN BRIGHTEN THE CORNER 


A brand new simplified acting edition 
now ready. This eliminates the balcony 
scene, permitting all action to take place 
on one level. Books 75c. Fee $35 for first, 
$25 each succeeding performance. 


New play by John Cecil Holm. Farce- 
comedy. Special version for High School 
use. Books 75c. Fee $35 for first, $25 


each succeeding performance. 


easily be made into a high-school play 
with a few minor cuts. Send for free list 
of changes to be used with present text. 
Books 75c. Fee $50 for first, $25 each 




















succeeding performance. 


DRAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE, INC. 
6 East 39th Street New York 16, New York 
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i) i) 
‘ OUTSTANDING DRAMATIC READINGS : 
) f 
i) ‘) 
ry In our catalog are listed many dramatic readings that have won important con- 
)) tests, and new ones that are sure to win. We mention here a few of them: 4) 
\ A\) 
‘ AFRAID OF THE DARK. From the play. Won 5 State contests. .60 t LITTLE FOXES. From the Broadway Play..................... .60 2 
) AMERICAN WAY. Kaufman-Hart. From the New York Drama. .60 MARY STUART. Schiller. Won 14 States and a National..... .60 i) 
ny BEYOND THE LAST MILE. (Written for the personal appear- MERCEDES. T. B. Aldrich. Won a National..... | .. 09 i) 
\ age cag Morris = his brother Gordon Morris.) i MESSAGE FROM KNUFU. Cottman-Shaw. From the play. 60 4 
i! BURGOMASTER. From drama “The Bells”. Won 7 States... .50 anni degaialnenmnnmipilandamaeaanel rn 
‘) BUTTIN’ BLOOD. Pernet Patterson. 1946 reading......_ 60 MURDER OF KING DUNCAN. Shakespeare. Won 4 States... .50 h 
h Ne Bia, Bete gn OF MICE AND MEN. Steinbeck. ponte the Broadway Play... .60 it 
COMEDY AND TRAGEDY. W. S. Gilbert. From the play..... 69 | ON BORROWED iiaareamc nie anaien | “o hs 
z DARK VICTORY: fom. the: clay that wes produced in: New REBECCA. 1946 cutting from the Broadway Play.......... ; I 
\) York with Tallulah Bankhead........................ 60 RIDERS TO THE SEA. J. M. Synge. From the play...... 50 I. 
( DEAD HEART. Phillips. From the dane ee dramatic.. .60 SINGAPORE SPIDER. From the play................. .60 ‘h 
FIRES AT VALLEY FORGE. Barrett Clark. From the play. .60 SUBMERGED. Cottman-Shaw. From the play. Won a National .60 t 
FOUR ON A HEATH. Fitzsimons. From the play.......... 60 SUSAN AND GOD. Rachel Crothers. From the New York play. .60 ‘h 
THE GYPSY. Parker Hord. From the tragedy............ <a THROUGH SUFFERIN’. Mare Connelly. From “Green Pas- Hk 
JEAN MARIE. Theuriet. Won a first and second in National... .60 tures”. Ten minutes of sublime drama.................., 60 i 
KING AMUSES HIMSELF. Victor Hugo. A challenge to a TRAGICAL HISTORY OF DR. FAUSTUS. C. Marlow. From “h 
nines od Eioebaewicans tues ss xho-vs 60 the most dramatic scenes of this tragedy... . 60 fh 
LILY. Stephens. From the play. (All women)... 60 * TRIP TO CZARDIS. From the Story awarded an O. Henry prize. .60 i 
1M 
WETMORE DECLAMATION BUREAU : 
NM 
SIOUX CITY, IOWA i) 
i) 
SAE AE AE AD AO AD AD A AD AOA I a ae mY 
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NITIATION ceremony at 

the Fort Hill High 
School (Troupe No. 230), 
Cumberland, Md. Spon- 
sored by Gerardine Pritch- 
ard. 


MPRESSIVE initiation 

ceremony held by Thes- 
pian Troupe 520 of the 
William Penn Senior High 
School, York, Pa. Sponsored 
by Leon C. Miller, associ- 
ate sponsor, Margarette Hal- 
lock. Dr. E. A. Glatfelter 
participated in the ceremony 
shown here. 


CENE from an initiation 
ceremony held by 
Troupe 151 of the Franklin, 
Tenn., High School, with 
Sophronia M. Eggleston as 
sponsor. 


NSTALLATON of Troupe 

695 of the Allegany High 
School, Cumberland, Mad., 
sponsored by Orpha-Bonita 
Pritchard. This ceremony 
was held on the stage of the 
Fort Hill High School 
(Troupe 230), Cumberland, 
Md., under the supervision 
of Gerardine Pritchard, 
Thespian Regional Director 
for the State of Maryland. 


genres gy in 
make-up at the Co- 
lumbus, Indiana, High School. 
Students shown in this pic- 
ture are members of Troupe 
57 under the sponsorship of 
Mildren Murray (seen ap- 
plying make-up). 
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LIFE OF 





7 MALES 
10 FEMALES 
INTERIOR 
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The Hughes family moves to Butterfie'd and begins to choose 
friends. Mr. Hughes is to set up a branch office for his firm; flighty, 
funny, Mrs. Hughes, being something of a snob at first, has high social 


ambitions. Oldest daughter Mildred, a college freshman, fancies her- 


self in love with the snooty son of a bank president. Studious daughter 


Jean flings off her glasses and her reticences and becomes the life of 
th party. And what a party! Dapper Teddy, her brother, gets into a 
mix-up juggling four dates at once until the girls get wise. And young- 


est daughter, Amy, falls in love for the first time. Neighbors object 


AND CAME THE SPRING 


9 Males, 8 Females. Interior. Modern Costumes 


This always humorous play never loses sight of the fact that youngsters 
are experiencing emotions which, though comic to an older eye, are 
Midge, a 
charming hoyden, finds herself in the throes of first love. The young 
mais of her choice happens unluckily to be in love with her o'der sister, 
Virginia. In 


new and wonderful and important to the young peop'e. 


a series of unexpected and delightful manipulations, 
Midge a!most causes Virginia to lose the right boy and to be suspected 
as a thief; drops a bombshell into her father's business; disrupts brother 
Elliott's carefully (and comically) planned life; threatens her mother's 
social position—in short, the world comes smashing down around an 
angered fami'y and a bewildered Midge. But on the night of the 
Spring Prom, Midge succeeds in setting matters straight in a heart- 
warming fashion. By the end of the play, the three youngsters have 
taken important steps towards maturity. 
"Here is one of those rare plays that clicks from the first. | recom- 
mend this play highly." 
—Mr. Herman T, Cloin, Oak!and City, Indiana, High School. 


Royalty, $25.00. 


Books, 75 cents. 
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THREE “HIT’’ PLAYS FOR HIGH SCHOOLS 


By MARRIJANE and JOSEPH HAYES 


THE PARTY 


BOOKS 
75 CENTS 
ROYALTY 

$25.00 


Premiere Production at the Bloomfield, N. J., High School under the direction of Mrs. Wm. H. Williams 


to the noise—to the extent of punching bewildered Mr. Hughes in the 
nose. The police arrive. Jean is in for a hard awakening—and so are 
the others, including both her parer:ts. They all become aware of the 
serious implications of what had seemed very funny; and what makes 
the play unusual and worth-while is the wise readjustmenis of the char- 
acters to one another and to life. Highly recommended. 


“The comments were highly favorable. We had standing room and 
appreciative audiences. The play is ideal for High School 
presentation."—Mrs. Wm. H. Williams, Bloomfield, N. J. High School. 


very 





COME RAIN OR SHINE 


5 Males, 10 Females. Interior. Modern Costumes 


A rollicking comedy with insight and warm affection beneath the 
merriment. The play tells, in comic fashion, of the incidents which 
lead Jac Grayson into a young womenhood which retains the light- 
hearted charm of youth. Jac and Rosemary, the granddaughter of 
the founder of a nearby summer theatre, are riva's for important theatri- 
cal roles. Although Jac's brother, Glenn, is in a frenzy over Rosemary, 
Rosemary vies with Jac for the attentions of the handsome theatre 
Dan. A gossipy neighbor overhears a rehearsal scene, mis- 
takenly jumps to conclusions that Rosemary and director Dan are 
engaged, and then the rea! trouble mounts. Jac and Glenn leave home 
ai'mosi on the eve of opening night. Jac's father, poor Mr. Grayson, 
has to take over his son Glenn's part in the play. In the last act, new 
incidents keep the fun rippling and surprising until all the important 
characters have adjusted their relationships a bit more wisely. 
“COME RAIN OR SHINE was very successful and | should be very 


g!ad to recommend it for any high school." 


—Mr. Samuel R. Johnson, Circleville, Ohio, High School. 
Royalty, $25.00. 


director, 


Books, 75 cents. 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


THE HOUSE OF PLAYS 





25 West 45th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 
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811 West 7th Street, Los Angeles 14, Calif. 
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— BOB JONES COLLEGE enrotied 85 students 


for the first semester of 1927-28— its initial year. 
1927-28 . 


(UV — BOB VONES COLLEGE thos on enroti. 


I9Q46-~4A77 ment of 1,867 students this semester. 


1947-48... 





If the first unit of the modern univer- BOB JONES UNIVERSITY will give 
sity plant now under construction in special emphasis to culture and will 
Greenville, S. C., is finished as expected, stand without apology for the “old- 
the enrollment for the 1947-48 session time religion” and the absolute author- 
will be 3,000. ity of the Bible. 


VOICE, PIANO, SPEECH, PIPE ORGAN, VIOLIN, AND ART WITHOUT 
ADDITIONAL COST ABOVE REGULAR ACADEMIC TUITION. 
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